y-Patronages in * 


1 
. * 
on * . 


And of the fat 


They have occafion'd betwixt ** : 


Church and Lay-Pattons, D 


„ WII 


4 | ww, 


* - 
* 


Obſervations on the  Arguraents ; 
| _ reſtoring them. 


Printed in the Tear. 1745. 


. 0 1 


— = = * 
s At . ” 
* p * 
* — * 
W 
ve 211 * * 
4 — 42 "oo 
9 
n 


0 SR 
Ie 
; BAY 28; T213- 


2 Wes MY Hl 
ckelt 18 0h Seni Al 


© 
CY 


—O 


a 

bd 

* 
% 


. 39 


= 


=, 
- 
* 
. 
— - 
* 


————— 


Account of Ley Pg ger 


- . IE A = — hs 
# : Mc 1 * : Ke - "> -o \s 


A Y-Patronages are PP... fro — tient - 
Conſtitution of Scotland, that there's Tarce a 
Country in Chriſtendom. where they had 

ſo * Footing » ſo that it our Scorch tons were. 
Sand their "Tio the old, Main of the | 
. 54 = 4 


Patronum. hinge "y edi ificatio, fundus, 


they would make but a very indifferent Plea el it ; for 
nothing is plainer in our Law, than that the Tytbes 
were the Patrimony of our Church, as appears by 
AT 10, Parl. 1. _ IV. held in 1567. and by many 
other AQts. It is likewiſe known to every one, that 
Tyrhes were ſettled hy he Legiſlature, and that ſuck. 
Endowments as have at; any time been made from tde 
Rents of the Crown requir'd the Conſent of Parliament 
to make them good, fince our Pritces could allenare - 
nothing belonging to the Crown without their Conſent. 
And as to. the Pope's Canon Law from whence Fatro- 
nages proceeded, it never obtain d ſo far in Scotland as 
to be much regarded. This is evident em many of 
our Laws, which forbid our being oven d by any . 
other, and from the Pragmatical Sandtions at © 4 the 
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inflexible in ein Witter, if nor more, than the Kings 


W 
> * AT... ce TERES — 


France. | . operons 
_ Bur be t will, when the Pope's Authority 
was -abrogatedumncariand by AQ of Parliament in 
1560 all-Juridicton Jeriv'd, from him fell with it, 
aid bis Cages Las among the reſt, except what part 
of it we 5 hw own e, and its Agreeable- 
neſs CL | ich was d in Com- 
— = 1 Wea rat Plow'gin C6 

Accordingly*the:Church, of. Scoz/ard, from the Be- 
ginning of the Reformation, declar'd againſt Lay pa- 
tranages, and Preſentations, This appears from the 
Arſt Book of Diſcipline, drawn up by order of the 
Goverment; and agreed to in the Privy Council, 4 
naary 19. 1560. where; in the Fourth Head, Concere 
ing tbe lawful Eleflion of "Miniſters, the Power of Elec - 
tion is 1odg'd/in the Pariſhioners ; and in caſe they de- 
yd it 40 Days, the Preſentation - was to be in the 
Superintendant and his Council, viz. the Miniſters and 

Elders of his Province. 2 1 . 
in the. firft\. General Aſſembly of the Reformed 
Church of Scotland, held the 2oth of December 1560. 
about four Months after the Pope's Authority was abo- 
lif'd; it was enatted the 27th of the faid Month, 
Tbat the Election of Miniſters ſhould be in the publick 
Church by the People, and that Notice ſhould be given 
ol ir the «ary Seng It was the famc as to 
perin nts, as may be ſeen by the 


the Election of 

Form ot irprefix'd to our old Pſalm Books, and in the 
bet Book of Diſcipline, under the Head of the Eledlion 
Supermiendantsz and the Church requir'd that the 
nifters, the Poor, and the Schools, ſhould be pro-. 
vided for out of the Tythes which were the patrimony 
of the Kirk, as appears by the 6th Head of tbe firſt 
Book of idling, > ger the Tide of the Rents and 


Putyimony of "the! , . 
: In i za e of the 4th General Aſſembly held at 
5, it ad; 27. 1562. That 4 


0 4795 n 
Preſentation of N 0 ſhop 
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matters were ſtated ar. Q. 
Aug. 19 1561. and the Rog. 


Jeſty dzclar'd by Proclamati " — — 
of Death ſhould R privately 46 10 
make any Alteration 7 gebn un 


ligion-which (he found 16 Fekly and univerk 1125 Hand- 
ing at ber Atrival; an the, promenade no anempt 
any thing agaioſt it Het ſelf, 8 ſort 41 with 
the Conlent of the States. This Promiſe was kept no 
otherwiſe than as Popiſh Pri 5 or wi ** . 
Proteſtadt Subjects; ſo that . R's — — 
were unwilling to part 9028 te be pindeh nd Patrk 
mony of the Church whic they: bad 125 A chem- 
ſelyes of on the Abr ie of Popery, I. mach that 
the poor Miniſters had Iittle elſe to maintain them hut 
the Benevolence of their- HS) and with much ado, 
alter many Peritions, they obcain'd.. 2.tbird of the 
\Tythes, which was but indifferently. paid > Ulle 
real dependance bad they on Lay Patrons, 

The Church being under theſe Prefſur „ ſhe was 
willing to comply as far as the could in Confcience, in 
order to obtain what farther Reformation was want- 
ing, and a Redreſs of her Grievances, _ Therefore the 
agreed in the Aſſembly of x 1565, that her M jeſt 
any other Patron, might preſent ta Tacos nh 45 tbo 
7 on Condition that they preſented qua ality'd Perſons, 

ubjected them to the Examination of the Kirk, 
- 1 the Right of Collation to the "fo ife the Pa- 
tron bad the Preſentation to the Benefice "otherwiſe, | 
ſay they, the Pauons might obtrude 105 Per ſons as 
they pleagd upon them.” And thus, as they „. 
in the 6th Head of the firſt Book of l 
Papiſtical Tyranny ſhould be only chang'd into 5 oh 
Lord and Laird; therefore they requit d that the 


might be reſtored to her La that ſhe ' we 9 
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ral Aſfembiy dr 15797 regiflerd by chat of 1581. and 
order d to d fer by all Miniſters, they declare 
themſelves, Chap. 12. thus: | or 
© The Liberty of the'EleQtion of Perſons call'd to 
* Ecclefiaftical Funftions, and'obſerv'd without Inter- 
© ruption folong as the Kirk was not corrupted by An- 
* richrift, we; defire to 'be” reſtored and retain'd within 
this Realm, fo that none be intruded upon any Con- 
* gregation, eirber by the Prince or any inferior Perſon, 
* without lawful Election, and the Aſſent of the Peo- 
ple over. whom the Perſon. is plac'd, as the Practice of 
the Apoltolical and Primitive Kirk and ggood Order 
* craves z and-becauſe_rhis Order which God's Word 
* craves, cannor ſtand with Parronages and Preſenta- 
tions to Benefices uſed in the Popes Kirk, we defire 
* all them that truly fear God, earnefily to confider, 
that foraſmuch as the Names of Pattonages and Be- 
© nefices, together with the Effects thereof, bave flow'd 
* from the Pope and the Corruption of the Canon Law 
* only, in ſo far as thereby any Perſon was intruded or 
placed over Kirks having Curam Animarum : And 
*foraſmuch as that manner of Proceeding . bath no 
ground in the Word of God, but is contrary to the 
ſame, and to the ſaid Liberty of Election, they ought 
not nom to ve place in this Light of Reformation. 
But as to theſe Patonages that have not Curam dni- 


mur as Chaplainrys, Prebendatys, Cc. founded 


upon Temporal 9 2 annuals and ſuch like, they 
e antient Patrons to diſpoſe of 
to Scholars and Burſars, according to A of Parlia- 
ww | | n 
This was the Senſe of our Church at the Reforma- 
tion. We come next to ſhew how the matter ſtood in 
Law, The Courtiers, the unwilling to part with the 


Patronages, agreed, however, thar, the Power of Pa- 


trons ſhould be reſtrain d. Thus by the 7th AR of the 
iſt Pagliament of K. James VI. beld Anno 1567. it 
* p y _ was . 


— 


— 


„ a 
was Enacted, That the Examination and Au ſi un of 
-Miniſfters be only in the Power" of the Kirk; ahd tbat 
the Patron preſent a quality'd Perſon within fix Months 

| (after the Deceaſe of the former Incunibent comes to 
his Knowledge) to the Superintendant or others, bav- 
ing the Commiſſion of the Kirk, otherwile the Kirk to 
| have power to diſpoſe of the ſame to qualified a Perſon. 
The Qualifications required were, that he thav's agree. 
with the Church in ins, and the Adimidiſtration 
Er of the. Sacramems, according to the Contelfion of 
Faith, as appears by Ad 6. Parliament 1. \Fomes VI. 
The Act 46. Parliament 3. of that fame Prince, enjoyns, 
That the Miniſter ſhou'd be under the Diſcipline of the 
Kirk, partake with her in the Sacraments, and Sub ſcti he 
the Articles of Religion, and give his Oith for ackno u- 
ledging the King and his Authority. And by Parliament 
6. Ac 68. Janet VI. they who refuſe to Communicate 
in the Sacraments, as Adminiſtred in the Kick, accord. 
to the Confeſſion of Faith, or contradic the ſaĩd Cor. 
feſſion, are declared to be no Members of the Kirk, fo 
long as they do ſo, and by the 59th Act of that fam; 
Parliament tis declared, That there be no uber Zarif- 
dition Eccle ſſaſt iat acknowledg'd within thir Realor, 
tban that which it, and ſhall be within the ſame Rink, ar 
that flows therefrom. It is here likewiſe proper to ob- 
ſerve; That by the abovemenriot'd Act of 15657. in caſe 
of a Failure, by the Superintendant or Commiſſioer 
„. of the Kirk to admit a qualify'd Perfon, preſented by 
1 the Patron, there lay an Appeal to the Superiutendant 


and Miniſters of the Province, and if they tefusd 1e 

| admit the qualifyed Perfon, an Appeal was to be made I 
| to the General Aſſambly, whoſe Determination was to 4 
be Deciſive. * mes | 


1  - But notwithſtanding this Reſtriftion on Patrons, ma- 
ny Abaſes reſulted from the Patronages by Contracts 
betwixt the Patrons and ſome Miniſters, who were 
Guilty of dilapidating the Rents of rhe Beneſices (with- 
out regard how their PR ſnou d live after 0 
Le + 1B, fs x or 


Oe aa ets a 
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C3) 
ſor the ſake uf preſent Profit; And by the: ſame Me- 
thod, Beneſices were coniert d upon unqualify'd Per- 
ſons, both by the Ring and othet Lay Pacrons, agaioſt 
which a Remedy was provided by abe 101ſt and 102d 
Acts of King Fames'Virt's 7th Parliament, which met 
October 24. 1587. 0 1 ft id AGTH.) 915; 1 
A further Remedy. was ptovided by the 116th Act 
. of his 12th Parliament, which met Jung 5. 1592, by 
which the Collation and Deprivation of Miniſters was 
lodg'd in the Church, As 2 Friuilege granted by God ro 
ber Spiritual Office-bearers,, wherein ber General Aſſem- | 
blies were alio Ratify'd and Approv'd, wich ell ber 
Piitlleges Libertys, Immunitys and Freedoms, given 
and granted bz his Highneſs, his Regents in bis Name, . 
or any of his Predeceſſors to the true and Holy: Kirk, 
preſently Eftabliſh'd within chis Realm; and among 
other Privileges, all preſentations. to Benefices were to 
be directed ta the Ptesbyterys, with a full Power of Col - 
lation, and by the 117th AQ, the Church bad a Pow- 
et of pteſenting Furt Devolure, if the Patron did not 
pos 2 qualityed Ferſon after a Vacancy. of fix 
onths. ' Bur a keſerve being made in the 116th Att, 
that they ſhou'd teceive and admit any qualifyed Per- 
fon preſented by bis Majeſty, or Lay Patrons, the Abuſe | 
continued, and Miniſters were depriv'd of their Bene- 
fices by ſeveral Pattons, to prevent which, the 16th 
Ag of King Janet 'Virh's izih Parliament was 


wnade. 3 q © +. FP 1, bk: 
- - - Notwithſtanding all theſe Proviſions againſt the A- 
buſe of Parronages, the General Aſſembly of 1596, 
ſioding chat by thoſe Preſentations many Perſons were 
forcibly thruſt into the Miniſtry, and upon Congreg 
tions, whoſe Conduct ſhew'd they were never call'd 


4 
of 
God, the Aſſembly provided, Tbat none ſhov'd ſeek 
preſentations to Benefices, without Aduice of the Pretbyj- 
tery, in ubaſe Bounds they lay, on pain of being repell d, 
as Rei Ambnus, and they dcfired, that ſuch as were Wl 
Guilty of dilapidatirg Beneficrs, ot of dimirting * 
2 . 1 for 
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Me 
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nl as they. become. Lay, rns 


puniſh'd as Dilapidazors. 1758 2 
Controverſy berwixt Lay Patrons and the Church, of 3 
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occaſioned many Abuſcs and much Clamour by .the 
Courriers againſt her, but they cou d not fully y accom- 
pliſh their Deſign, till after the Union of the:Crowns, 
mw the Court being at a diſtance from Scotland, = 
open to the conſtant Sollicitation of Men of ojher Prin- 
ciples, the State of Biſhops was eſtabliſh'd in Scr 
bythe 24: Ac of King Funes Vith's 18th 12 
which met 70g g. 1606. after which the Power 
Preſentarion was lodg d in the Archbjſtiops and Biſhops, 
but the Patrons by their Intereſt in Parliament, bad th 
Luck to keep their Fatronages on Foot under fever 
Reltxictions, which did not pea the Evil that from 
the beginning was complain d of, and as an coating 
and obvious Conſequence of it, Simony; which is g di- 
req Bargain betwixt rhe Patron 1 the Miniſter 8 
be preſented, for odtaiui A= 7 1 in che 
Church, was too plainly: Toberated great Scan- 
dal ot Religion, and manifeſt Decay of 5 = Learn- 
ing, for the, Patrons by theſe Simoniacal Coon, in- 
' verred the Tythes to their own private Uſe, and p 
Miniſter. was preſented, till he had given a Leaſe to his 
Patron of the Tytbes of his Pariſh, In confiderati 
a poor Aliment to bimſelf and bis Family. An 
which ought certainly to Aﬀe& all thoſe who'wg 
any. . eithet in the Church of kalen or 
cas lan 
This occafion'd ſo many Abuſes inp 
niſters, and fill'd the Church ſo full ot ung 
Perſons, that it was one of the g 
Complaint which brought on the Civil War, 5 
caſioned the Abolition — P:elacy in Scutland, s may 
be ſeen by che Akts of Aſſembiy and "INE of * * 
om 7636. to 1641. „ eme ris; 


1 

Presbytery being reſtor d in a Parliament where the 
was preſent, the Affair of Fatronage was * 
ted berwixr the Ning and the Church thus. Upon 
ition from the Affembly, for tbe better providing of 


Vicahr Churches in his Majeſty's Preſentation with 


Si of the bebe by the Frey. 


the Prexby- 
ere 1 Vatancy 5 he wou'd 


2 


one of 


wh 

they as appears by his Deelzration Sign'd with his 
own Hand ar Whiteba/l, Fan, 3. 1642. and Regiſter d 
the Books of the mbly the 3d of Auguſt 'fol- 
;. And by an"AQ of the Aﬀcmbly of the ſame 
Date, appears, that the Patronages formerly belong 
to the Biſhops were veſted in The Presbyreries, 

Pros ParHfament, and that the like method of the 


$ ſending a Liſt of 8. reed Perſons 9 o- 


trons, as to his Maj 
555 in the the allbly of * 1855 they toned his 


| on the Difficalry of obtaining a 
8 Th abl a wel qualißed Perſons for ery 


Vacant Chofth in his Majeth* $ Preſentation, he'wou'd 
a Lift of three, and of any one qualifed Perſon, 


5. 

ae ell 5649. that all theſe Re. 

4 7 being found ſufficient againſt the Abuſes 

— — "Partons, they were totally abol Td by AQ 
: 


e Epiſeopacy and Patronages were feftored by Ads of 
| ment in King Charlies 11d's Reign, from 18662. 

domnwards.' | Por when the' Meeting of the Eſtates 

— was talbd expreſly in 1689. for ſecurint the 

Proteſtant 3 and the ancient Laws and Libertys 

of the Kingdom, to che Legality of which Meeri eine 


the —— i 2ifo ſubſcribe, as appears by the 2d 


as appears by their Declz- 


among other thi 
relacy and the Superiority of 


| 3 emi Be Right, Thar 
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who Tpoke Vis, 2 2 Vacant Church in the High - 


And by the 13th Act, the Eltares dd 
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« apy Office in the Church aboye Presbyters, is, and 
© has been, 2 gleat and , inſupportable Grievance aud. 
Trouble to this Nation, and contrary ,to. the laclinge,. 
© tion of the generality, of the People ever fiace the; 
« ſormation (they having. reformed. from Popery y 
© Presbyters) and therefore ought to be aboliſh'd, aa 
This Mesting of Eſtates, did by the.2oth A8 addreſs: 
King Willian, That the {aid Meeting aud be wind: © 
into a Parliament for ſecuring the Proceſtant Religis, 
© on, the Government, Laws and Liberties of the King- | 
dom, and redrelling-the Grievances by them repreſpaty 7 
* edz, To which his Majeſty did intęrpoſe his Royal: 
1 Fr hn to cheir Addreſs, as appears by! 
heir 38 Wed 101 1 

Purſuant to the abovemention d Article of the Claim 
_ of Right, and the Defign of turning the meeting g 

Eſtates into a Parliament, Prelacy was aboliſhJ by 2 
75 third ARt Sell. 1. of King Wilm and Queen | 

wly 22. 1689. and [till N to the ſame Arti 
the Parliament did by AQ 2d, Seff. 2. April a5. 16 
reſtore the Ptesbytetian Migiſters who were thruſt 
from their Churches nar wa 1. 1681. And in 
the 5th Act of the Tame Schon, after geciting be 
abovemention'd Article of the Claim of Right as 2 
Foundation of their Proceedings; and reciting: Ie. 
wiſe, the laſt menrion'd At tor .aboliſhing-Prelacys 
they proceed to ſettle Presbyterian Church Goveranieat 
upon the Foot of the AR of 1592. and, do-Jatifylant 
revive the faid A& ig the, what: Heads theteof, \extept 
that part of it telating to Patronages, Wick, hex 
declare, is hereafter #0 be taten into Conſideration: 
And purſuant to this. Reſervation, by the 23d A f 
that ſame Parliament, 74) 19. 1690, they take away 
the Patrons Power of Preſentation... All Which A 


were frequently . ratify'd;, not only b Ki William 
but ke — 5 3 
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| t Majeſty, fince her happy Acceſſion: 
to the — en. 23 1 * * . 19. © 4 A1 I. | 61 5 $8* 3 > 
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. AR: which mol moſt immediately relates to 
Patronages in debate, is the sch AR of ber Ma- 
| *s Parliament for Securipg the 1471 Religion 
And Presbyterian Church Crabs fr Sd, Jan. 16. 
9 wherein her Majeſty, with the "Afvice and Con- 
of the Eſtates of Parliament, ratifys, over, 
and FOR EVER CONFIRMS the 5th AQ of the iſt 
U of King William and Gu Mary, entitu · 
fn _ ratify The 5 Faith, and 4 
—_ Pre Arad. Þ WITH | 
LL O HER. ACTS 8 09 7 PARLIAMENT RELA. 
TING THERETO, IN ' PROSECUTION OF THE 
DECLARATION OF THE ESTATES OF. THIS 
KINGDOM, - CONTAINING THE CLAIM OF 
RIGHT. - So that this 23d Act of Parliawent, can- 
eerning Patrannget, now ſought” to be RESCINDED, 
being made purſuant to the above-mention'd Article 
_ of rhe Claitn of Right, to the very end of turning the 
faid of the Eſtates into a Parliament, and for 
complearing the Settlement mention'd in the ſaid 5ch 
AQ for Settling 1 Church Government in 
the Terms of i very plainly confirm'd by the ſaid 
ach At of her Majeſty's N 1707, Which is 
- made andexprefily declar'd ro be, a Fundamental and 
Bfntial Condition of the Treaty of Unioo. 
2 by this Act for ab ill ee ges now 
he to be reſcinded, notbing bur the Right of 
| tion is taken from the Parrons, in order to 
_ Senethe Call of Miniſters upon the Foot of a Free 
ApotolicabBleQtion, which our Church bas always 
contended for, and this the Pauons have ſo little Cauſe 
ro complain of. that their Civil Right is put in a bet · 
ter Condition than before, for now they have a Right 
do the Tithes, and are in a manner made Titulars, 
„ . as they continued only Patronꝭ, they 
eceſſity to make Contracts with the Mi. 
preſented, about the Right of Tythes, 
which now they need not do, ſince they themſetves 
are 
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ate the Titplars, nd n + Sik 
"This has put 'a ſtog to Simonical 
rafts, which" — Rugs been the Abhorrence il 
"Chriſtian Churches, and of none more than the Church 
of England, ſrom whom in this Martet we don't differ 


in Principle as may be ſeen in het 40th Canon, 'con- 
_ taining an Oith' which alt 5 'oblig ed. to oe 
ar their Inſtitution into Danefices, * is 1 th 
have made no Simoniacal Paymenr 
© Promiſe; direQly or indirectiy, by (ende 455 
* any, other to their Knowledge, of with the 4 
ſent to * Perfon* or Perſons Whatſoever, ft Fa 
et Ae procuring and ohtaining of this Er 
is cleſiaſti 25 , Place, Preferment, 0 5 
© Living, nor any time hereafter perform 7 
8 Girly any ſuch ki] : Payinen, "Cura or Pro» 
* miſe ma any other without their wledge 
and Conſent, 4 I; N | 
It muſt be own'd, that this is 4 vety dig Oztt, 
tur we are not to wonder, that the Churth ot E 
took ſuch Precautions'in a mattertof this Imporian 
fince in the Preamble to.” the C anon ſhe jah ly ay! 
That Simony is a detefflable Sin, ald that the baying 4 
ſelling of Spiritual and Ecelefiaftical Futons, Offices, 
Promotions, Dignities" ond Livings 18 EXECRABI 
BEFORE GOD, «© © 
Tis therefore hop'd, that fince is Church of wig. 
land complains ot Lay Patronage 48 a Grievance, 
the Legiflarure will nor again put our Necks: under 
that Yoke; whioh neither we nor our Fathers were 3 
ble to bear, eſpecially, fince Providence bas deliverd 
us from ir, and that we are as much ſecui d againſt 
28 our own particular Laws founded vpon the Clain 
of Right, and the Treaty of Union can ſecure us. 
It ooghr alſo to be conſider d, that England has at | 
ways, yalu'd her {:1t for being deliva'd from that Va- 
(ilage; which her great Men had over the Commons. 
Thetetore tis betiev'd, that they will not dring us again 
2 undet 
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8 over the 
pives them over their 
thoſe Patronages ſhou'd fall i 100 whe N „K Ty 2 Fi 
to the Government, it is more more eaſie 
801 reſes, than to avoid the Conſequence. 
6 know tis us U as an Argument for reſtoring 
15 N that the Right of preſenting Mini- 
| 3 Right of Property, to. which the : Patrons J. 
Rave EY 2 Title as to. their and alſo that 
there was about. 33,7. Sterling to be paid to the Patrons 
For renouncing their Right of of Pre ſentation which has 
never been paid. . 
Any one may ſee that theſe are very ſlight Pretences 
10 weaken or alter the Conſtitution of S Chak ſo 
ſolemnly eſtabliſh'd, as à fundamental and unalterable 
Article of the Union. The fair Dealing that is eſſen- 
rial to the Execution of all Treaties ** not admit, 
that ſuch weak Pretences there ſhou'd be the 
| Leaſt ſtraitning of the Beneſit intended for the Quiet 
= and Satisfaftion, as well as fot the Security of Os 
Church of Seouland, No Man, ſoberly thinking, ca 
- - imagine that any one has that ſame roperty in way 
F * fenting Miniſters to Churches, as they have in their 
ande, Houſes, Goods and Chattels : Beſides the Pa- 
&. trons of Scat land, as bas been obſerv'd already, have 
vod the Foundation of Patronage required by the Canon 
Law. The Churches 5 Scotland dre not endow'd by 
& . the Patrons, nor out of any of he Eſtate, for fince 
tze Reformation, the State of the Proviſion of Mini 
ſters, and conſequently of the Patrons Claims is very 
much alter'd. Miniſters have their Stipends or Allow: 
| wy. for ſerving the Cures, out of the Tyrhes, | * 
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Glebes, and Mini ing Houſes, 
f'the Property ſo that it is 


Claims now after thi Lal f 
comraryy a an inviolable and fundamental Article 

ON. . 1 "(Td @ ee 1 1 

- The other Part of the Objection, that the Pa 

have not receiv'd the 33 J. for reſigning their Right o& 
Preſentation can never. be-allow'd as a goed Reaſon tg 
reſtore that Right ; ſince the very Ad did provide tor, 
Diſtreſs and Execution at the Suit of Fattoss,  agai 
the Pariſh, if the ſaid 33 J. was not paid, but if this 
Execution has not been made uſe of by the Patrons, tig 
their own Fault. Therefore they cannot in Juſtice pre- 
tend to have ſuch a Relief as a Right to the Freſenta :. 
tion, for that which has been the Conſequence of theit 
own But further, it is wrong to. pretend; 
that there was no other Price appointed by the ſaſc 
AR for the Right of Preſentation, but the 3 3-/,-above, 
mention d, ' fince there is, certainly, a much more va- 
luable Confideration. The Patrons, Who before that 
AR, cou'd have no Right to the Tirbes, but by. Simo- 
mony, which is execrable, and conſequently not to 
be juſtify'd by any Colour of Law, have by the very: 
AQ, which deprives them of the Right of Preſenta - 
tion a Title to the Tithes with the Burden only of @ 
fair and honeſt Provifion to be ſettled by the Law up» 
on the Miniſters for ſerving'the Cure. Tbis the Pa- 
trons do enjoy, and have enjoy'd for 22 Years, . and 
by Virtue of that Title the Tithes have been convey'd. © 
from Hand to Hand. 1 oat 4 
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+= Will Men'who pierend to have 'teſtored, 
 betauſe of a'Delicacy in point of Property, rob the 

Church of her Tithes, which is her Fatrimony, with- 
dut allowing the Calling and ordaiming of Miniſters to 
Ntnaia as ie is now eſtabliſtd, agreeable to the moſt 
' ancient Practice of the Chriſtian Church? Will they 
pretend to enjoy the - Purchaſe! and the Price too? 
in they imagine tho* they are blinded will Preju- 
dice in their own'Favour, that ever they can prevail 
with Members of Parliament to agree to ſuch Extra 
70 lt is Hkevite induſtriouſly gioen out, that the man- 
ner of Calling Miniſters, as eſtabliſh'd by the Laws 
of" Scotland, and the Treaty of Union,” has been the 
Cauſe of muctiDifention!and Diviſion, and that the 
Votes of Farmers, Mechanicks, and other mean People 
Bade been of equal or greater Weight than thoſe o 
the chief Landed Men of the Pariſh,” c. But if this 
ObjcQion'bde go6d;* then the PraQtice of rhe Primitive 
Church was erroneous, and Chriſtianiry it ſelf culpa - 
ble, which, "tho" in its own Nature a Doctrine of 
Peace, bas, thro* the Cortuptions of Men, occaſionꝰd 
Divifions among the neareſt and deateſt Relations. 
Therefore tis hop'd no Man will allow this Objettion 

to be of any Weight; but as a more dire& Anſwer, 
where are the numerous Inftances, or mighty Eviden- 

ces of theſe Diviſions complaia'd of? Muſt a few ill 

grounded Storys be ſufficient ro overturn a Law, that 
bas now been in poſſeſſion of the Church and People 
for 22 Tears? And can it not be fprov'd that the chief 
Diviſions, which have happen d on this Account, aroſe 


Or can it be deny'd that ſeveral of them have been 


* 4 Paſtor is impos d upon them? Has a Superiour a 


Title to impoſe, in Matters of that kind, upon his 
* | * Vaſfal 
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from ſuch as are Diſſaſſected to the Civil Government? 


ſecured for ir ? But further; will the Reſtoring the 
255 of Preſentation to Patrons cure this pretended = 
vu: Win not the Body of the Pariſh complain tbat 


f * 


| W | 
vim 2: Or a/findlord on bis Tenant > flat rot the 
exorbitant Ulſlrpation of Superiors and Landlotds o- 
ver Mens Bodys and Goods. been loudly complain'd 
of? And will they now' pretend to end their 2K. 
rlority over the Peoples Souls too in Matters of a ſpi· 
ritual Concerf. 
In ſhorr, all theſe ObjeQions ate ifs; and thoſe 
tho make em don't feem to have tead the Act con- 
cerning Patronages, which they would have . 
The Words of it are, That the Heretors, i. e. 4 way 
Men of the Pariſh, being Proteſtants, and rhe EI 
not the Mob), are to hame the Miniſtet to the wholt 
ongre 1175 to de apptoven of pw e 1 5 if 
22 diſapprove the dillapptovers m ive in thelr 
Rea ſons to be examin d by the Presbyrery, and if their 
Reaſons be not found Good. the Nom we Dre, bf the 
Heretors ind Elders ſtands, fo that the 0 een 
who inſiſt on this Meme pe is to take any, 
of Preſegtation from the Landed Men of 155 e ä 
and give it to the Patron, ho freq N 
dence” or Intereſt. in the Pariſh; nor is' fo 925 as 
known to em by face, but lives ina remote Cotter 
and is often a Man of A moch leſs Eftate, fan ma ma 
of rhe Hererors of the Pariſh. ' L 
But if the Hazard of Diviſion be a good Ad 
s much ſtronger upon the fide of thole wid Have a. 
225 Law to ſupport their Claim. For tis plaid 
eniable that many of the Patrons in Scorta#d} = 
Fa neither well affected to the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church nor to the Civil Government, and 90 doubt 
ſich Parrohs, will preſent Men to whom the Church! 
can't agree, and then a Diviſion muſt ariſe betwikr the 
Stiurth and Patrohs, | every, Occifion of a Varati- 
Nd which the 1h bvious Cotiſequences ate, that” 


rches will be kept Vacant, to the great 
rn of Religion a and Piery, and in Tolne'Coun- 
81 is th great Incouragemenr of rratffiquitg Popiſh 
ets.” Quartets will alſo * berwixt the * 
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1 
* 9 « Pariſh about the diſpo al of the Fro of the 
hee, during the Vacation which diſaffatted Patrons 
wil think pioully applyed, when given to ſuch Mini- 
ſters as are of their own Stamp, and Enemies both co 
the Church and the Civil Government. Now whether 
thele Inconveniences don't very much Caſt the Ballance 
upon, the fide of a Randing Law, which the People 
bays been poſſeſs d of for Twenty Two Yeats, and is 
3 by the, Treaty. of Union; Let all impartial 


"Ti really fravge, that any Man ſhould inſiſt upon 
3 1 50 the Right of ion on the, Foot of 
FI. 


Baue by a General w, when. there are 
Patrons, and thoſe too of the moſt copſide - 
ets eat that will oppoſe loch a Reſtitution 
as they have a Lawtul opportugi 8. There are ook a 
fe, Mhbo in Conſcience think they can't enjoy 
- Right of Tirhes, and of che Preſentation 0, a 
2 b a much mote valuable and Later 
ks be former, There ate many who are 
that this Reſticurion of Partronages, and 
ie of Biſhopricks yorkie Crou , ar hve 
= Riede, and raiſe Diſputes nt 
own, and Tuch as have deriv'a the Fights of. be 
ges from it. 
Men ate not free from Apprehenfions, that tho? 
Tyihes be not now, eto d to 1 Church, yet. in all 
8 they muſt in Thing, 1 the Preſentations be 
| id to the Patrons; and PANE whom none of thoſs 
Reaſons OG are veryttender of any thin that 1 
bt e OC Fn | 0 ohne, ob a 6x, 10 col 1555 
as. the Presby terigns of ;Scot/ Fpriving, 
hem af the Liberty and Phe ag 0 © yof fue Pp 
eg omb Paſtors, and even pk hk 1 FR 1 8 
are in the wrong to be ugea 
would be very loch to Fret them, by 9 "hw 
wy of which the appears to be ſo little f 
Ae © * teu Patrons SOC 


ft 


5 9 


1 
1 0 


” Ty 
and; pro is Noiſe, 


Views, l . 


vis. The Repealing of the Ads about ſupply ing Vacant 


Cnurches by North Forth, upon a pretence of ſdv ri 
8 
3 


Burthens impos d upon Vacant Stipends, to the py 
dice of the Patrons Right of diſpoſing thereof. whats 
- This ſeems to be Foreign to: the Parrons power of 
Preicntations; contended for and only brought in te 
perplex and diſquiet the Eſtabliſh'd Church, which has 
as good a Right to the benefit of choſe Acts for "Taps 
plying the ſaid Vacant Chuiches and to the Encgnd 
ragement of thoſe who Preach im them, as to an 
tbe other Rights and Priviledges/which- are conftm 
and ieſer vd. to her by the Union. Can the Stipends: ol 
Vacagt. Churches be applxed 3 more pious Uſes 
than that of inſtruding People have not thie bes 
refit ot a ſettled Minitter; eſper iallu in ſuch parts: of 
the! Country e Pan and Facobites- are ſd iE 
encouraged, and/who bavejoyn'd in Mobbing and A 


faulting not only the Miniſters ſent 40 Preach bee 


bur her Majeſty's Juſfices of Peace who came to Sup- 
port em, according to the Duty of their Office. 


One would think this looks too open to be inſiſted 


on, and that ſome People are willing that Facobiti/m 
and Popery ſhould increaſe in thoſe Countrys, but cer- 
tainly the Parliament of Great-Britain will be of ano- 
ther Mind, when they come to underſtand the Caſe and 
the Reaſon of i . 

To conclude, What good Reaſon can there be given 
for breaking in upon the Settlement of the Church of 
Scotland, and alarming its Members in ſo material a 


Point as depriving them of the Power to call their own ' 


Miniſters: and that too whilſt the moſt remote Appre- 


henfions of Danger t 1 of England, occaſion 
ſuch extraordinary Lhheafiheſs t 


give Riſe to new Fences and Securities for her, beyond 
what is provided in the Treaty of Union? Is it _ 
p 7 & 


her Members, and 
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is alſo RY 8 there's another thing demanded” 
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_*»not-borhChorchieseſtabliſh'd upon a Foot of 


ever. 
der Majeſty, and Zeal ſor the Hanover | 
that has no otber | Eftabliſhment: in Scot land 4 


ov "Execution of that \ 
Sccutirys of the one are increas? 
d in che ttritteſt manner to 
ber Secutitys endeavour'd to d ini 

even. her-Righrs:and Poſſeſnons taken from her? Are 
cYual Se- 
curiry by the Union? And is there any manner of com- 
on betwint che Hazard of the one and the other ? 
inly ſome Mens proceedings give us reaſon to ſuſ- 
— that they wilbleave no Article of the Union un- 
pred, when they are for breaking in this upon the- 
and Privileges of the Church of Srotland which 
Are m de 2 Fundamental and Efſ.ntial Condition of the 


Ubjon;} and are ſetur id hy the Treaty from any Alter 
tion thereof, or Dcrogarion therefrom, in 


any ſort fot 
How well ſych Projects agree ich L Loyalty a 


the Union Treary, which het Majeſty has 'detla-' 


ſheGlorys molt in, en A A EL pal 


xd to be one of the Wee Rag, that. 


